Pharmacology of receptors for calcitonin gene-related peptide and amylin.
Calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP), a widespread neuropeptide with multiple actions, has substantial homology with amylin, a peptide implicated in insulin-resistant diabetes, and adrenomedullin, a recently discovered potent vasodilator. There is controversy over the existence of CGRP receptor subtypes, and whether independent receptors exist for amylin and adrenomedullin. In this article, the current status of CGRP receptor classification is reviewed by David Poyner, taking particular account of species differences, and evidence is presented supporting the existence of multiple receptors for CGRP, as well as independent binding sites for amylin.